
        

***PRESS RELEASE*** 

Rutland Water wins 
2012 Alan Faulkner Memorial Award

The Wheelyboat Trust is delighted to announce that Rutland Water has won this year’s Alan 
Faulkner Memorial Award.  The presentation took place on Wednesday, 1st August at Rutland 
Water Fishing Lodge.  The main prize was a 4hp outboard motor provided by the award’s 
sponsors, Suzuki GB. 

Created in memory of the Trust’s Founder President, the award is presented annually to the 
game fishery that provides disabled anglers with the most outstanding service, facilities, 
opportunities and access.  This is the tenth year of the award and previous winners include 
Chew Valley Lake, Eyebrook Trout Fishery, Grafham Water and Lake of Menteith.
 
Rutland Water is owned by Anglian Water and is England’s largest reservoir at 3,500 acres.  It 
was built in the 1970’s to provide water for households and industry in the driest part of the 
UK.  It is one of the country’s most popular trout fisheries and is a fly-only water stocked 
annually with 130,000 brown and rainbow trout.  It has a large fleet of fishing boats, essential 
to find the fish on such a large expanse of water especially in the warmer months when they 
move away from the margins.  In 2008 Rutland Water was the first fishery to acquire the new 
Coulam 16 Wheelyboat, the Trust’s purpose-built fishing boat with roll-on, roll-off wheelchair 
access.  Rutland has a good head of pike and zander and fly-fishing for these predators is 
becoming very popular.

The award’s judges were very impressed with Rutland’s commitment to disabled anglers: the 
facilities there are first class, all are wheelchair accessible and the staff are helpful and 
courteous – essential requirements for a hassle-free day’s fishing in their Wheelyboat.  Rutland 
Water is an important venue on the competition circuit hosting national and international 
disabled fly-fishing competitions.  They have been very close to winning the award on several 
occasions and the judges are very pleased that this year Rutland’s staff and management were 
not disappointed with the result.

As well as being a fitting memorial to The Wheelyboat Trust’s Founder President who 
conceived the idea of the wheelchair accessible boat, the ‘Wheelyboat’, the award is intended 
to highlight the needs of disabled anglers and encourage fisheries to ensure those needs are 
accommodated.



The Trust is delighted that Suzuki GB generously sponsored the award again this year with the 
main prize of a 4hp 4-stroke outboard.  Without their support and appreciation of the award’s 
aims, it would not be the sought after title it has now become.

The Suzuki small outboard range, from 4 to 15 horsepower, has attracted a strong following 
amongst anglers, due to the quiet running, low emissions and 4-stroke fuel economy.  In 
common with the rest of the 2hp to 300hp range, they offer excellent value for money.

Background
The Wheelyboat Trust is a registered charity that helps fisheries, public waters, groups and 
organisations acquire wheelchair accessible Wheelyboats.  It has supplied 153 Wheelyboats 
since the Trust began work in 1985.  It offers four different types of Wheelyboat to suit 
different activities - two of these have been designed specifically for fishing.

This is the ninth year that Suzuki GB have sponsored the Alan Faulkner Memorial Award.
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Photo caption:  John Seaton (Head Ranger, Rutland Water) receives a framed certificate from 
Andy Beadsley (Director,  Wheelyboat  Trust) and Suzuki outboard from Steven Foy (Sales 
Manager,  Suzuki  GB).   Also taking  part  are  Jake  Williams  (Head of  Recreation,  Anglian 
Water), Jon Marshall (Fisheries Manager, Anglian Water), Danny Peet (Trustee, Wheelyboat 
Trust) and his wife, Kay, and Rangers from Rutland Water.
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